SAYS A BEER TRUST EXISTS.

F. P. Buasch Says Heads of Departments
of the Packers' Companies Used to
Meet Regularly and Fix Prices —Wrote
to One Another on Unmarked Paper.

Cuica00, April 20.—~PFrank - P, Busch,
sformerly secretary to Louis F. Swift, Becond
Vice-President of the Bwift Packing Com-
pany, was summoned to appear at the
#office of United States Attorney 8. H. He-
thea yesterday and tell what he knows
about the Beef Trust. Through the testi-
mony of other former employee« of the
Swift company, Mr. Bethea learned that
Busch was familiar with many of the
details of the workinges of the combination at
the time of his employment by the Swift
company, three years ago, and he deema
Busch a most important addition to the
Government's list of witnesses

In an interview yesterday Busch said
that he had handled much of the oorre-
epondence between the heads of depart-
ments of Swift and other companies, the
coutents of which, he alleges, will prove
the existence of an agreement to fix prices
and control shipments by the Swift com-
pany, Armour, Nelson Morris, and the
Hammond company. He asserted that
no written agreement ever existed between
the members of the combination, but that all
agreements were entered into by the heads
of departments affected. He named Henry
C. Powell and Frederick C. Clark of the
Bwift company as having represented
that firm in the making of such agreements.

Busch said that matters of correspondence
passing between the packing firms with
relation to agreements in violation of the
Atatute were never written on the regular
letter paper of the firm from which they
emanated, but always on plain paper. He
said he had written many such lettere to
the heads of the car line and beef provision
departments of Armour & Co., Nelson
Morris & Co., and the G. H. Hammond
Company. Copies of all such letters were
kept by the firms, and Busch asserted that
if the copy books were called for by the
Government, sufficient evidence would be
obtained from them to win the injunction
suit which the Government intends to bring.
In the interview the following conversation
took place:

“Was there ever any agreement signed
.hy rl}.; packers accused of geina in the com-

ine?

“No, there was a general agreement only
made I_»y the heads of the various depart-
ments

“How was this general agreement made
if it was not written?”

“The heads of departments were in habit
of getting together once in a week or once
in two weeks. They would then discuss
the situation and agree on prices and the
number of cars to be shipped.®

“What departments were involved?*®

“Particularly the car line and beef pro-
vition departments

“Who represented
in these meetings?”

*H C. Powell, manager of the car line
department, and Frederick Clark, manager
of the beef provision department *

“Whose representatives did they meet?*

“As near as 1 can remember it was the
heads of sinilar departments of Armour
& Co., Nelson, Morris & Co., and the Ham-
mond Company.”

“What was the nature of the agreements?"*

“All concerned agreed to sell at the same
prices wherever there was any compe-
tition. They also agreed as to the num-
ber of car lota to be suld

“Were these agreements ever violated*”

“Yes. Hardly a week passed that Swift
& Co. did not investigate violations by the
other companies.”

“Hos were these
ducted?”

“A falling-off in sales in a particular
eommunity would be due to the fact that
some one was underselling.”

*What was the next procedure?”

“1 would be asked to write a letter 1o
the head of the department of the offend-

the Swift company

investigations con-

ing firm, and ask why it was violating the
agreement by underselling us a quarter
of a cont or =0,

“Who were responsible for these letters?”

*Those of our firm who made the agree-
ments "

*How were these letters written?”

“Invariably on blank paper We had
orders never to use the regular letter paper
of Swift & Co when addressing communi-
calions pertaining to agreements *

"Did Swift & Co keep a memorandum
of these letters?®

“Yes  All were copied in a regulation
copv hoonk "

“Are these hooks still obtainable?®

“Ithink they are. They are a part of the
records of the firm *

"D vou consider their contents damag-
e evidenoe as to the existenos of a rrast ?*

“I most certainly do.  If the books are

called for as evideneoe they will prove a

wtion of the trust statutes which the
prkers could not get around in a thousand
\vars .

Was the ook allered to have been stolen

from the Cudaby concern three years ago
siniiar to the one you desoribe?”
I have rever seen the bhook in guestion,

t from what | have read in reference (o

| wh I think it was *

Have vou any grievance against the
mpany?*

Notwe whatever My relations with
Lerw of the firm were alwavs pleas-
L1 left thein to take & better puosi-
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Another communication has come fro
Attorney-General Knox and that it mht:
in part to the railroads there is little doubt.
The rebate question is the nub of the rail-
road matter. Paul Morton, who is in char
()‘f the traffic affairs of the Sante Fé, and J.
C I‘Ew and J'. M.(J,o_hnuon. Vg‘ho held similar

o8 on the Chicago ilwaukes anc

t. Paul and the Rmﬂal-nd roads, are lc’)
be called before the Government's repre-
sentatives and questioned on_ the re
agreements between the railroads and the
meat magnates. Rebates are said to be the
source of the kers' oxcessive profits.

The alleged corner in poultry, said to
have been worked by the Swift interests
recently, will have a careful consideration
by the United States attorneys, The
South Water street merchants, who by
virtue of the corner could buy little poultry
except from the Swifts, found their profits
cut until there was no living in the business.
One-half a cent a pound was the merchants’

in. 1f they wold for a cent advance they
eclare Swift would go into the market and
sell at one-half cent advance to the cus-
tomers of the middlemen, Several South
Water street men will testify to conditions

“sud will say their frequent repetition means

the driving of the firms out of existence.

An agreement bet ween the larger packers,
which it is said will be a weapon in the Gov-
ernment's hands, has found its way into
the possession of Mr. Beathea. The com-
pact is that all freshmeat dealers are to
pay the packers for their product on a
certain day of the week. If the dealers
did not pay on that ::‘v they were to have
nothing except for cash, A fine was fixed
in the agreement, to be gdd by the packer
who did not live up to the requirements,

his document in itself, the packers say,

does not show there is any compact he-
tween them to “restrain trade.” The
Government officials beliove, however, it
will tend to show that the credit agreement
is a “blind” to a trust compact.

Denials that the packers intend to form
a billion dollar combination to thwart the
attack of the Government on the so-called
“Beaf Trust” came thick and fast to-day.
Attorney L. C. Krauthoff, who acts for
Armour & Co., said:

“The story is absolutely false.” &

“There is not a word of truth in it, &
far as 1 know," said James Meagher, attor-
nev for G. H. Hammond Company

“Such a merger has never been talked of ,*
said Attorney Veeder, who represents
Swift & Co,

ARMY GETS BEEF CHEAP.

Rates at Some Posts Lower Than They
Were Last Year,

WasHiNaTOoN, April 20.—Inquiry at the
War Department to-day disclosed that
despite the great increase in the price of
beef, the army is now making contracts
for the next fiscal year by which it will
get beef at a number of military posts
at lower rates than it has been paying
under the contracts arranged a year ago.

Bids for the Mfiscal year beginning
July 1, 1002, are now being received and
contracts awarded. From the records of
contracts awarded so far this yvear the
figures given Lelow were taken

Contracts have already been made for
supplving with beef three posts near New
York ¢ity,and intwo of these there (s a de-
crease from the prices agreed upon a year
ago. At Fort Wood, on Bedlow's Island, the
price for the coming fiscal vear will he 708
cents & pound against 8.25cents for the vear
to end on June 30 At Fort Wadsworth, on
Staten Island, the price just fixed by con-
tract is 7.14 cents against 7.19 cents under
last year's contract., At Fort Columbus,
New York Harbor, the 'price will be in-
creased from 763 cents to 7.7 cents

In Washington, where there has heen a
marked rise in the price of beef to private
consumers, the Subsistence Department of
the army has made a contract with a local
dealer to furnish beef to the Washington
Barracks at 7.4 cents a pound, against 7.7
cents under last year's contract, & decreaso
of three-tenths of a cent a pound.

The official records show also that beef
dealers are now offering to furnish supplies
at lower rates than last vear to army posts
near the cities of Atlanta, Pitteburg, Balti-
more, Troy, New Bedford and New Orleans,
while the contract prices have been in-
creassd for posts at or near Providenos,
Boston, Mobile, Augusta, Charleston, Water-
town, West Point and Platisburg

The contention that the rise in the price
of beef is due to the ~-:m~n{' of cattle is
seemingly contradicted by the records of
contracts just awarded for furnishing beef
to army posts in cattle raising sections of
the West., In every one of these contracts
w0 far made the price I8 lower than last
year, or just the same as then

While there may be reasons not' known
here for this decrease in the grazing country
subsistence officers regard It as an indica-
tion that cattle are, if anythmg, more
plentiful on the far Western rangos

The following figures of ten contracts,
just made for posts in Arizona, New Moxico,

Ltah, tolovedo ard Wyoming, are taken
from the official records
Fort Apache, Arizona
wund, last year 7 97

this year, 7.28 centa
i Fort Grant, Arizona,
ll»L veur, 8% oents, last year, 8 Fort Hua-
ohuova, Arizona, this yeur, ¥ 0, last yeur, 85
Fort Wingute, New Megico, this vear, 9, lust

year, 128 Fort Douglas, V'tah. this year, 7,
st yeur, 78 Fort Dufhesne, Utah, this year,
785 lust yeur, 79 Fort lognu, ' tah, this
7 05, last vear, 785 Fort Logan, Colo-

. near Denver, this (w.u 74, lust yeur
Fort D A Russell, Wyoming, this vear,

s dnst year, 788 Fort MeKenzie, Wy "

a post many miles from o rotlroad, o s
this vear and last Fort Washaskie M ng,

this your, S T4, lust vear » ut

AO WASHINGTON CONFERINC).

But Meat Dealers WHEConfer as Lo Actian
Agnlnst the Trust

WasniNoToN, April 20 Members of tis
Ketall Meat Dealers’ and Butahers' Pro
tctive associations will hold a meeting on
Thursday evening (o determine what gotion
shall L taken agalint the Beef Trust
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LETTERS FROM “ABE" AND “LE0"
IN LAROCQUE GIRL'S TRUNK.

Her Mother and Brother Arrive From
Their UpState Home —The Identificas
Uon of the Dead Girl Complete —DBall
for the Prisoners Quickly Furnished.

Abraham Conhaim and Leo Asher, whese
hames have been mentioned in connectign
with the handsome young French-(‘anadian
girl, Hattie Larocoque, who died a few days
4go In the New York Hospital as the re-
sult of a crimina! operation, were both
Put under arrest vesterday by Coroner
Bcholer and held in $1,000 bail each. Joseph
Conhalm, the head of the cloakmaking
firm with which both prisoners were con-
nected, had promised the Coroner that
Abraham would be subject to his order by
Tuesday. Abraham was found by De-
tectives Fogarty and Deering at the Hotel
Albert, where he eald he lived. Asher
was arrested at the corner of Elm and
White streets, apparently on his way to
give himself up.

Early yesterday morning the mother and
brother of the dead girl arrived at the
Grand Central Station and drove directly
to the Merritt undertaking establishment
at Nineteenth street and Eighth avenue,
where they identified] the body. Mrs.
Larocque was very much affected when the
casket was first opened, as was her son, a
stalwart young man, about 26 years of
age.

From Merritt's they went to the Coroner's
office in the Criminal Court Building and
were there when Conhaim and Asher were
brought in under arrest. The prisoners,
however, were taken to another apart-
ment and neither the mnother nor the brother
saw them. Simon Feist of 177 West Ninety-
third street was on hand and furnished bail,

Both Conhaim and Asher are young men,
apparently in the thirties. G. G. Battle,
who appeared as their legal adviser, said
that under his instructions neither of them
would have anything 1o say.

When Mr. Case, the proprietor of the
Bristol Hotel in East Eleventh street, where
Mirs Larocque had lived, closed his estab-
lishmpent eoon after the girl became ill
and went away, he took a trunk she had
left Lehind and turmmed it in to a safe de-
g«mil company at Twenty-third street and

ixth avenue.

In company with the dead girl's mother
and brother, Coroner Scholer went to the
safe deposit company shortly after noon
yasterday. When they started, Mrs,

arocque asked that they go up Broadway
in order that she might see the shop in
which Hattie had worked

The Conhaim cloak concern is at Eleventh
street and Broadway and when the carria,
reached there the Coroner directed the
driver to stop. He then pointed the place
out to Mrs. Larocque, who looked at it
long and earnest|y

At the safe deposit place the Coroner
presentad an order from Mr. Case for the
deltvery of the trunk. Mr. Ward of the
safe deposit company was not satisfiod
with the signature to the order and would
not deliver the trunk until Mr, Case him-
selt appeared,

The trunk was taken to the undertaking
establishment, where it was opened in the
presence of the mother and brother, the
Coroner and Police Sergeant Munday

A number of letters were found in differ-
et compartments of the trunk, several
of them written on the Conhaimn  lette, head
and signed “Abe” and several signed “loe. "
There also were telegrams signed *Abe’
and “Leo.” The letters signed Abe wore
affectionate in tone,

One spoke of the writer's sorrow at learn-
ing of the girl's illneas and of his sorrow
likewise at the “trouble,” which the girl
had told him by telephione she was in. It
closed hy saying that the writer, *Abe,”
would spend the next Sunday with her and
“talk it over.” Still another, written on
the Conhaim letterhead paper, was ad-
dressed to MissLarocque at Stafford Springs,
Conn., It referred apparently to a suit
which Miss Larocque had asked to have
made for her in the store and expressed to
her at Stafford Springs. In this letter
CALA. " who signe it, protests against this,

“1t will never do to have it done in the
store,” he save, “because everybody will
know I made the sait for vou.™  For that
reason “Abe” argues against sending the
suit from the store hy express, as it would
have to go on the records

“However,” he adds, *if you insist on it
1 will do i, but vou will have to bear the
consequences. [ close  with  the happy
thought tnat I will soon s« you again.”

A tolegram dated Dee 5 says that the
writer, “Aoe " has just arrived from Boston,
has received Lier Jlattie's, telegram and that
a letter follows this despateh which he is
pending in reply A letter signed “)eo”
says that “thev have postponed that affair,
but we will go out next Sunday *

Torn into small pleces, which were soat-
terad through the trays of the trunk, was

sl another letter on the Conhalin paper
Une plece showed distinetly the signature
“Aba Coroner Scholer sald that he (n-
tended 1o pateh all these bhits together,
Young laroeque and his mother stgried |
with the hody of Miss Larce jue at 930 last
evening for Lowville, N Y where Mrs
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NEW CIVIL SERVICE GRADES

Expected to Be In Foree In a Fortaight
With Salaries Adjusted.

The revised budget will be issued to-day.
After it has been formally adopted the
Board of Estimate will proceed to fix the
salaries in the various departments upon
the basis of the grades already decided
upom.

Next Saturday at 10 A. M. the Municipal
Civil Service Commission will give a publie
hearing to all interested in the changes in
the rules necessary to substitute the new
grades for those now in use. On the follow-
ing Tueaday the Mayor will give a hearing
to consider any recommendations that may
be submitted to him by the Civil Service
Commiseioners and on May 10 the State Civil
Service Commission will meet in this city
to pass upon the changes resolved upon ]
by the Mayor. In a statement issued yes-

terday the May«r said: .

It has been a herculean task thus to re- |
organize the entire civil service of the city
in »0 short & time. In this endeavor to bring
order out of chaos every effort has been
made to be fair to everybody. The Civil
Bervice Commission through its Recretary,
has been in constant touch with the heads
of departments, and with others especially
interested

It is hoped that the outcome of these labor-
will be a Civil Service for the city more uni-
formly eraded than ever hefore Doubtles,
much will still remain to be done in details
to bring about a thoroughly well organirzed
service, but it is believed that the bulk of the
work will have been successfully acoome
plished

SAYS DEVOUT WIFE FFLL,

And Sent for Her Bible After Eloping With
Another Man.

Supreme Court Justice Dickey in Brook-
yn heard testimony yesterday in the suit
of John R. Thompson against Frances
Irene Thompson for divorce. They were
married in 1800, and have several children,
Both are active in the Greenpoint Metho-
dist Church.

The plaintiff alleges that his wife became
infatuated with one of his fellow em-
plt?’mﬂ in the National Biscuit Company
and ran away with him,

The corespondent, William Spaulding,
is alleged to have taken Mrs., Tompeon
to Providence, Pittsburg and other places.
While in Providenoce re. Tompson is
alleged to have written to her husband
asking him to send her a pair of shoesand
a Bible. She said she needed the Bible
to read in her lonesorme and depressed
moments

Several witnesses testified to havin
seen letters written to the plaintiff in whic
she admitted that she had “fallen in sin®
and that ske “had sinned against God
beyond redemption.” The case will be
continued to-day.

TAMMANY
Chier

MEN TURNED OUT.

Clerk of Tax Department
Three Deputy Sheriffs.

Henry Berlinger resigned yesterday as
chief clerk of the Tax Department at $3,000

under pressure, it is said. He is a Four-
teenth district Tammany man, and was
appointed in 1808

Sheriff O'Brien asked yesterday for the
resignation of Deputy Sheriffs Alexander
J Ai»urn. Frank Rinn aud Thomas Radley,
all Tammany men. It is understood that
none of them will make any fight to retain
his place,

L. L. BUCK KEEPS

Majyor Sald to Have Vetoed Lindenthal's
Proposal to Reduee It,

It was reported yesterday that Mayor
Low had declined to consent to a reduction
in the salary of Chief Engineer L. Lefferts
Buck of the Bridge Department from $10,000
to 87,50 as proposad by Commissioner
Lindenthal and had also persuaded the
Commissioner not to persist in his an-
nounced pu to remove Deputy Com-
missioner N. L. Robinson, who is a nephew
of Mr. Buck

T™he Weather

A trough of low pressure without any well de.
fined cenire stretehed yesterday from the Lake |
reglons mouthward aver the Oh'o and Tennessea
valleys thence southwest to Texas, Throughe-
out this helt and to the cast to the Middie Atlantie
coast the weather was cloudy and ralny. with heavy
thunder storms In Jowa, [linola, Arkansas, Onjo
Wisconsin, Indiana and Michigan. generally west
of the Mississippl and north of Texas the weather
was fair. It was warmer in all distriois, »xeept In
the upper sections of the Mississippt and Mispourt
valleys Freezing temperatures were reported
from the Dakotas, Montana and Wyoming L

In this city the day was cloudy and showery,
wind fresh to hriak southeasterly average humidity,
72 prroeent. barometer, corrected to read to sea
level, sl SA. M  30203P M. 3018
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Cubanola

What is a Cigar?

A agar is a roll of tobacco con-
sisting of three parts: the wrapper,

the binder and the filler.

Which is the most importan?
The filler—because the filler gives

the flavor.
What is the best Filler?

Havana tobacco.

Why is Havana the best filler?
Because it has the best

What Filler is used in Cubanola

favor and aroma.

Cigars?

What do Cubanola Cigars cost?

Are other five cent cigars filled
with Havana tobacco?

Then why do you buy other

Havana.

Frve cents.

No.

“five cent” cigars?
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